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 ELMORE COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

   Public Services Building #1, 2280 American Legion Blvd, 

                               Mountain Home, ID 83647 

 

MINUTES 
Thursday July 30, 2026, 5:00 p.m. 

Chairperson Patti Osborn called the meeting to order. Members of the Elmore County Planning and 

Zoning Commission present, Vice Chairperson Jeff Blanksma, KC Duerig, Mitch Smith, and Sue 

Fish. Also present were Attorney of Record Abbey Germaine, Contract Planner Mitra Mehta-

Cooper, and staff members, Director James Roddin and Planner I David Abrahamson and 

Administrative Assistant Eden Smith. Commissioner Ed Oppedyk was not present.  

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Chairperson Osborn stands for a motion to amend the order of items on the agenda.  

Vice Chairperson Blanksma – So Moved 

Commissioner Duerig – Second 

All in favor, Motion carries unanimously. 

INFORMATIONAL & DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Chairperson Osborn-We are privileged to have Idaho Department of Fish and Game in attendance with   
some information that they would like to share.  
 
Mitra Mehta-Cooper, Contract Planner – We had a Board hearing on the Comprehensive Plan, and they 
have made recommendation for approval with one minor change. A big discussion that took place was 
about the big game mitigation bank that was proposed in the Soles Rest Solar development agreement. 
The Board was very interested in understanding more about it. Idaho Fish and Game was invited to this 
Board meeting, and it was decided that they should attend this hearing with the Planning and Zoning 
Commission to discuss how to make this work for big commercial and industrial development south of I-
84.  
 
Frank Edelmann, Idaho Fish and Game – The letter that we submitted for the Soles Rest Solar project 
has information regarding these large commercial and industrial projects and how to mitigate big game 
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migration through them. The goal is to preserve open space while conserving big-game habitat, 
particularly areas most at risk from development, including winter range and migration corridors south of 
the interstate. Maps are being developed to identify current big-game winter range and migration areas. 
These maps could be used to establish development offsets, allowing the development process to help 
fund the long-term preservation of these open spaces and habitats. 
 
Charlie Baun-Conservation Branch Manager, Idaho Army National Guard – He has worked on many of 
conservation plans in the state for government agencies and private developers. He discussed the 
process and how these mitigation and conservation plans are developed.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING - ACTION ITEMS: 

SPECIAL PUBLIC HEARING ITEM:  

1. Continuation of Zoning Ordinance Amendment, ZOA-2026-01, an update to the existing Zoning 
Ordinance text and map to establish compliance with the proposed Comprehensive Plan. 

Staff Presentation: Mitra Mehta-Cooper, Contract Planner gave the presentation for the 

continuation of the zoning ordinance text and map amendment with the Commissioners and staff. 

This discussion focused on the definitions in the zoning ordinance for implementation of the 2026 

Comprehensive Plan.  

Chairperson Osborn stands for a motion to continue ZOA-2026-01 to a date certain for a 

special meeting on September 2, 2026. 

Vice Chairperson Blanksma – So Moved 

Commissioner Duerig – Second 

All in favor, Motion carries unanimously. 

August Regular Commission Meeting, will be August 27, 2026, 2280 American Legion Blvd (PS1) 

at 5:00 p.m.  

 

     MEETING ADJOURN- 8:02 p.m.   

 

______________________________________________________________    

               Patti Osborn, Chairperson                                            Date:       

Attest: ______________________________________________________________ 
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                    James Roddin, Director                                         Date:       
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