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October 8, 2025 

VIA EMAIL 
 
Mountain Home City Council 
c/o Tiffany Belt 
City Clerk’s Office 
tbelt@mountain-home.us 
 

Mountain Home City Council 
c/o Geoff Schroeder 
MSBT Law 
gas@msbtlaw.com 

Re: Elmore County Snake River Water Permit 
  

Dear Tiffany and Geoff: 
 
I am writing to follow up with City of Mountain Home leadership regarding my letter of April 7, 
2025 about Elmore County’s then-pending water permit application from the Snake River.  Please 
include this letter in the City Council members’ packets for their next meeting. 
 
By way of update, I am pleased to report that the Idaho Department of Water Resources (IDWR) 
formally approved the application to divert 20 cfs of Snake River water on September 12, 2025.  I 
have enclosed a copy of the approved permit number 2-10535 for your reference. 
 
As you will see, the permit authorizes diversions of water from the Snake River for two purposes—
aquifer recharge and supplemental irrigation within the Mountain Home Irrigation District.  As you 
will recall, the County’s initial permit application also contemplated potential municipal use of water 
under the permit by the City of Mountain Home.  Keri Hill, Terry Scanlan, and I attended City 
Council meetings on December 10, 2024 and February 25, 2025 to discuss that possibility.  At the 
conclusion of that process, City Council provided the enclosed letter dated March 19, 2025 stating 
that, depending on cost, “the City would welcome opportunities to utilize Snake River water for 
municipal purposes in and around the City.”  The letter then proceeded to describe how the City 
could put the water to use, such as in pressurized irrigation systems for new subdivisions and by 
offsetting existing municipal groundwater irrigation in the central, eastern, and northern portions of 
the City. 
 
Ultimately, however, IDWR did not approve the municipal component of the application.  I have 
enclosed with this letter a copy of an internal IDWR memo explaining its reasoning.  Even though 
the City’s letter was signed by a majority of the City Council members, it appears IDWR 
significantly relied on a follow-up letter from Mayor Sykes that I have also enclosed with this letter.  
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Despite having provided a letter in support of this permit application in 2017, the more recent letter 
states that “the City of Mountain Home does not have any future plans” to participate in the 
County’s Snake River project and that it therefore “supersedes all my previous letters of support for 
Elmore County’s water permit applications.” 
 
Based on the foregoing, Elmore County elected to accept the permit in its present form instead of 
challenging the denial of the municipal component.  County representatives updated the Idaho Water 
Resource Board’s finance committee regarding the Snake River project on September 9, 2025, and 
we expect to lodge a request with the Board to assist with an alternatives study for the project in the 
near future. 
 
Elmore County has been working closely and cooperatively with the Idaho Water Resource Board 
and the Mountain Home Irrigation District to address the local groundwater deficit for several years.  
More recently, the County and the Mountain Home Air Force Base have also been in regular 
communication regarding water supply issues.  If the City ever desires to join in these efforts, please 
contact Francene Payne with the Elmore County Clerk’s office to schedule a meeting with the 
County Commissioners.  We would welcome Mountain Home’s perspective and input on these 
regional challenges. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 

Sincerely, 

VARIN THOMAS LLC 

Dylan B. Lawrence 
 

Enclosures (4) 
 
cc: Shelley Essl, Elmore County Clerk (via email to sessl@elmorecounty.org) 

Keri Hill (via email to keri.hill@panoramaenv.com) 
Terry Scanlan (via email to Terry.Scanlan@hdrinc.com) 
























